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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /013 W 

117587 290439Z/11 

R 280657Z JUL 78 
FMUSLO PEKING 
TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1492 
USICA WASHDC 


UNCLAS PEKING 2295 


TOKYO FOR ICA/RPO; ICA FOR PGM/DA, EA (BRITTON) 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL, US, CH 

SUB J : BRUCE HIRD, AMERICAN GUITARIST/SINGER 
REF: PEKING 2019; TOKYO 12291 NOTAL 

1 . USLO APPRECIATES EFFORTS MADE BY ICA TOKYO AND RPO TO 
OBTAIN HIRD FOR JULY 4 PERFORMANCES. 


2. HIRD WAS AN IDEAL PERFORMER FOR THE JULY 4 RECEPTIONS. 
HOWEVER, DUE TO THE CONFIGURATION OF THE RECEPTION AREAS 
AND LACK OF ADEQUATE SOUND EQUIPMENT, NOT ALL OF THE GUESTS 
COULD HEAR HIM. BOTH CHINESE AND FOREIGNERS RESPONDED FAVOR- 
ABLY TO HIS SINGING, AND SOME PRC CADRE WERE OBSERVED SMILING 
AND NODDING IN TIME WITH THE MUSIC. A USLO OFFICER S WIFE 
WHO SANG PROFESSIONALLY AT THE GRAND OLE OPRY RATED HIRD AS A 
VERY GOOD SINGER. HIRD IS RELAXED AND EASY TO WORK WITH, 

AND PERFORMED IMPROMPTU AT THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY'S SOCIAL 
CLUB ONE EVENING. AT THE USLO PERFORMANCES HE SANG FOR 45 
MINUTES AT EACH RECEPTION, BUT BECAUSE OF THE PROBLEMS 
STATED ABOVE, HE PROVIDED ONLY BACKGROUND MUSIC, EXCEPT 
FOR THE PEOPLE NEAR HIM. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW HIRD WOULD 
PERFORM AS A FEATURED SOLO SINGER FOR A SEATED AUDIENCE, 
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BUT WE THINK THAT HE WOULD BE FINE. WE RECOMMEND HIM TO 
OTHER POSTS IN EA AND WOULD WELCOME HIM BACK TO PEKING AGAIN. 


3. THERE WERE PROBLEMS WITH INADEQUATE SOUND EQUIPMENT, BUT 
HIRD LEFT US WRITTEN RECOMMENDATIONS AND WE WILL DISCUSS 
THESE WITH RAVC DIRECTOR ON HIS VISIT TO PEKING. WOODCOCK 
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